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New library plans include upgrades to branches

The Aurora Public Library Board of Directors and The building does not meet ADA codes or city fire suppres-
Administration have been planning for a new downtown sion codes and 21st century technology advances would be
library for more than 10 years. These plans have been in expensive and difficult to add to the building.

response to two space needs assessments (2001 and 2007);

a market research study by Aurora University (2006); a Within the scope of the project to build a new library, the
patron user survey by Northern lllinois University (2007); following upgrades to the branches also are included in the
and a feasibility study regarding location opportunities  project costs:

(2007). The purchase of the former Beatt®ws site at o Radiofrequency identification (RFID) technology for
River and Benton Streets was accomplished in 2009. improved tracking and security of materials

-~ _ e Automated checlin and sorting technology at the new
The current downtown facility was constructed in 1904. In \ain Library and Eola Road Branch

the original Carnegie building. Despite consistent attention  Road Branch

to maintenance, the building is deteriorating and becoming  agditional study and conference rooms at the West
increasingly costly to maintain with the real potential of a Branch

major system failure requiring a large expenditure to repai. pgyild-out of the coffee shop at the Eola Road Branch

How much will the new library cost a homeowner?

Construction costs

The current project buddg®tincluding permits, design fees, construction, landscaping, furniture,
fixtures, and equipmedtis $30 million.

If the project igotally funded by bonds, the cost to the owner of a $100,000 home would be less
than $20 in additional property tax per year for 30 years.

Operating Costs

It is anticipated that because the rented space that now houses two APL departments would be
relinquished, staffing levels would not increase. Because of improved space utilization and
modern technological advances, no increase in the property tax rate for operating purposes is
anticipated.
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Square footage 44,000 98,000

Public Internet access computers A8 80

Small and large group study space [k 20

Quiet reading rooms None 2

Public meeting rooms 1 S

Program rooms None 2

Seating 98 215
Parking spaces 54 (metered) approx. 200

URORA —
Room for expansion None 5,000 sq. ft.
LIC Teen Space approx. 400 approx. 2,200
W square feet  square feet
Concessions/informal gathering areg\slj[= approx. 600
square feet
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Library Population service| Square footage of | Year opened Branches/
size Main locations satellites/
bookmaobiles

CUSSE icsco0 4000 1904 Yes
Naperville/95th Street [MEAZRH0) 73,000 2003 Yes
VPR 4540001 [£661500 I [28se I Vs scan this code

Elgin (Gail Borden)  [kkReLLe] 139,980 2003 Yes to access APL
s

ch . history from
crampain [ R R e
Bolingbrook 59,299 111,000 2011 Ye

(Fountaindale
Library District)

COEVENNNN sso0 10400 2003 Yes

How

122,221 164,681 197,899
h as 533,000 865,066 1,350,000

860,500 901,790 1,512,437
A P I— 47,652 61,196 68,109
g rown ’) 8,137 121,941 155,492

Main Library, 1 E. Benton St., Aurora / aurorapubliclibrary.org



