Overview

The Ratings lists models with a & to
7-inch screen, which offers the best
combination of screen size, portability,
and price for most people. Some
recommended models are listed below.

Best values:

5 Amazon 5100 CR Best Buy

7 Amazon $110 CR Best Buy

B Amazon 58) CR Best Buy

12 Barnes & Noble 550 CR Best Buy

Allof these models are modestly priced, in
part because they load content wirelessly
using only Wi-Fi; we think that type of
connectivity is sufficient for most people.
8is almost identical to7 but costs 530 less
bercause its screen saver carries ads, and it
allows access to special offerssuchas
discounts on Amazon purchases. 5is the
pricier predecessor to 8 and weighs more.
Cansiderit mastly ifyou prefer a keyboard
toenter data, ratherthan a virtual
lkeyboard that you control with a joystick,
ason7and 8, and if you value extras such
asan MP3 playerand text-to-speech
capability. 12 is the least expensive
alternativetoa Kindle but is much heavier.

Best touch-screen model:
1 Barnes & Noble 5140

This Mook offers standout touch
navigation. IU'salso relatively lightand is
among the fastest models to start up and
toturn pages. But Amazon is launching a
touch-screen Kindle in Movember.

Best color model:
& Barnes £ Noble 5250

The consistently decent performance of
the Mook Coloroutpacesall other rated
models with color screens., It'sa fine budget
alternative to most tabletsfor reading
e-magazinesand heavilyillustrated
e-books, ButAmazon's Kindle Firetablet,
due in Movermnber, promises many of the
same capabilities for 550 less.

Guide to the Ratings

Overall score isbased mostly ontest results.
Readability is for text invarious lighting
conditions. Versatility signifies convenience.
Responsiveness reflects speed toturn on,
resumefrom sleep, open ane-book, and transfer
ane-book from a computer using a

LISE connection, Page turn reflect s speed and
overall experience, such aswhether the screen
blinks. Navigation includes ability to rotate
thescreen, bookmark a page, and perform
e-book searches in the bookstore, File support
scores compatibilicy with commaon e-book

and fileformats, Claimed battery life isthe
manufacturers figure. Weight is with batteries
and without accessories, Under screen, we |ist
its viewable display size, measured diagonally,
and whether it has coloror touch capability,
Price is approximate retail,

Source: Consumer Reports December 2011 pgs. 29,31.
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In performance order.

E-book reader or tablet?
An e-book reader | A tabletoffers...
offers ... « Bigger, color

* Low price. screens.

« Portability. * Touch navigation.

* Easy readingin * Huge number
bright light. of apps and
+ Long battery life. magazines.

Scan this code with

your smart phone to E E
see our video on ‘-JH
e-book readers vs.

tablets. (See page 3 -
fordetails.) Orgoto
www.ConsumerReports. E
org/readerchoice.
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% Main screen i black-and-white. Has a second, smaller color screen for navigation.
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